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Middle Eastern Music

The Salaam Ensemble

The Salaam Ensemble brings together famous and inspiring 

musicians of the Persian, Turkish, Armenian and Arab music world in this outstanding performance of vocal and instrumental music from the middle and near east, a world of exotic sounds that are unfamiliar in our every day lives here in America. These styles and forms of music have been heard throughout the middle and near east for thousands of years, delighting listeners of all ages.  Salaam translates in English as ‘peace’ and is also a greeting that people use in most Persian and Arabic cultures every day. The members of the ensemble represent the splendid diversity and unity of cultures not only in America, but of people throughout the world today.  The Salaam Ensemble is directed by Ojai resident, award-winning composer and musician, John Zeretzke, who formed the group in 2005 on behalf of the Music Center Of Los Angeles..  We invite you to sit back and enjoy the magical music of the Salaam Ensemble.

Salaam! 

Tonight’s Performers:

John Bilezikjian, Mashid Mirzadeh, Houman Pourmehdi, 

Amir Sofi, John Zeretzke and special guest, Saadoun Al-Bayati.


Additional Salaam Ensemble Musicians: 

Dr. A. J. Racy (advisor), Souhail Kaspar, Randy Gloss, Saman Mahmoudi, Naser Musa, Christopher Garcia, Coskun Tamer, 

Ergun Tamer and Faisal Zeydan.

Instruments of the Near and Middle East, Persia and Armenia 

oud 


ancient lute in the Arab and Persian world 

ney & nai 

Persian and Egyptian can flute 

dayereh 

Persian frame drum with metal rings / Sufi 

tabla & tombek 
goblet shaped drum made with a goat skin 

daf or bendir

round frame drum made with animal skin 

riq 


middle eastern tambourine 

kemence' 

spike fiddle played with a horse hair bow

saz & tanbur 

Turkish and Persian forms of the ancient lute santur & qanun 
ancient trapezoidal shaped zither ancient karadeniz kemence 
ancient fiddle of the Black Sea region

John Bilezikjian 
Armenian/America    
          oud, violin, vocals 

John is considered to be "America's Oud Virtuoso." He is a master oudist who has elevated this instrument to the concert stage ands continues to perform as a folk musician. He has performed for some 46 years on this ancient eleven stringed Arabic, Turkish and Persian fretless instrument dating back some 2,000 years. John has given command performances for the King and Queen of Spain and for Mrs. Anwar Sadat of Egypt. John has made over 25 CDs and has appeared with The Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, The Pacific Palisades Symphony and with the venerable Boston Pops Orchestra. He has recorded music for over 50 TV and feature film soundtracks, including such hits as Alladin, Anastia, Prince of Egypt and Syrianna. 

www.dantzrecords.com 

Mashid Mirzadeh 
Iran              
         
              santur, tombek 

Mahshid has spent much of the last 29 years mastering the Santur and Persian Classical Music. A virtuoso on santur, she is one of the finest Persian santur players living in the West. She entered the Royal National Music Conservatory of Tehran at the age, where she continued her studies in Persian traditional music and embarked on an apprenticeship in Western classical music. She began her musical studies with Master Mrs. Arfa Atraei and continued her studies with one of the greatest santur players in Iran, Grand Master Framarz Payevar. Mashid came to the United States in 1989 where she founded Nava Ensemble. Along with several colleagues, she also founded the Lian Ensemble.

www.lianensemble.com

Houman Pourmehdi 
 Iran                tombek, def, ney, setar, dayereh

 Born in Iran, Houman Pourmehdi is a master percussionist well known for his diverse abilities as a musician, multi-instrumentalist, and composer. He was introduced to Persian music by his father and received his first drum at the age of three from his grandfather. He studied drumming under the guidance of the late Grand Master Amir Nasser Eftetah in Iran. He continued his studies at the Center for Preservation and Propagation of National Music. His interest in the spiritual path of Sufis introduced him to the Ghaderi Sufi order's virtuoso Daf players, such as Haj Agha Sadeghi, Mirza Agha Ghosi, and Darvish Karim. Pourmehdi moved to Chicago in 1988, where he founded the society for the Advancement and Preservation of Traditional Persian Music; Houman can be heard on film soundtracks such as The Hulk, Young Black Stallion, (DISNEY) and Troy. 

www.lianensemble.com

Amir Sofi


Israel/Palestine             tabla, riq, drums
Amir Sofi was born in the historic Mediterranean seaport of Haifa.

As a young accomplished percussionist of 18 years of age, Amir went to Cairo, Egypt to study at the prestigious Conservatory of Music while performing nightly with the finest musicians and dancers in the region.  He has performed with some the best musical artists throughout the Middle East and with some of the most well-know belly dancers of eastern dance.  Amir has performed with Sting, Rai singer Cheb Mami, Mansour, Shani, Shakira, Stevie Wonder and Michael Bolton.  He has recorded on many movie soundtracks such as Spy Games, The Hulk, Scorpion King, The Keeper and The Ten Commandments.  Amir is also an internationally known model and has traveled around the world for photo/modeling craft.  Amir now lives in Los Angeles, California with his wife and new baby.  Audiences can regularly see Amir perform at the best local Middle-Eastern venues.   Amir's new album, Ana Esme Amir, is now available.


www.amirsofi.com
John Zeretzke, Director             USA                               violin, kemence’ 

Ojai resident John Zeretzke has written numerous orchestral, ballet and dance scores for such companies as The Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, Diavolo, The Royal Danish ballet and many other international dance companies. Awards for his work range from the Lester Horton Dance Award for outstanding achievement in music for dance in Los Angeles, to first place in the Festival des Arts de Saint-Sauveur International Composing Competition for Dance in Quebec, Canada. In 2000, Zeretzke was an honored recipient of the P.A.S.A. Award, Professional Artist Service Award, a Lifetime Achievement Award for his work in the schools in California.  Zeretzke’s film credits include World Music based scores for Paramount Pictures, Disney, Discovery Channel and recently for Robert Altman’s docu-drama The Company.  John was formerly music director of the AMAN Folk Ensemble.  He continues his work with children with cancer nationwide through The American Red Cross, The American Cancer Society and The Ronald McDonald House. 

www.zworldmusic.com
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To get on the Salaam Ensemble, Ancient Grooves and Goin’ South Band e-mail list, leave your name and e-mail address at the door on your way out, or contact us at:                        www.zworldmusic.com 

The Salaam Ensemble

The Program

“Salaam Alaykum” - Persian

Ensemble

“Babacim” - Turkish




Welcome and Introductions

John Z.

Ney – Sufi




Houman

Persian Santur and Tombek
Mashid & Houman

Arabic Oud and Tabla


Amir & John B.

“Baroon, Barone” - Persian

Ensemble

Island Syrto - Greece


John & John

Egyptian Tabla Solo


Amir

Arabic Oud and Ensemble

Saadoun Al-Bayati

     “Marrayna biku, Hamid”

& Ensemble

     “Faug al-malama”

“Mastom, Mastom” - Persian

Ensemble





INTERMISSION

Refreshments and goodies served in the front of auditorium.

Please – No food or drink in the auditorium!

An Eastern Medley…


Call To Prayer, “Adhan”
Iraq

Saadoun


Santur Solo


Iran

Mashid


Daf Solo


Sufi

Houmam


Oud Solo


Armenia
John 
B.


Karadeniz Kemence
Turkey
John Z.


Riq Solo


Palestine
Amir

Armenian Melody



John B. 

& Ensemble


Tanbur Solo




Houman

Iranian Folk Song



Ensemble


Iraqi Gypsy Folk Song


Saadoun 

     Music of the Ghajar


& Ensemble

Salaam Song



Ensemble

DFGDFDFGDFDFGDFDFGDFDFGDFDFGD
Special Guest,

 Saadoun Al-Bayati

Iraq                                       oud, vocals
Saadoun was born in Baghdad, Iraq.  His father was Iraqi and his mother was a Sufi woman of the Na’imiyya order.  As a child, while attending Sufi ceremonies with his mother, Saadoun was exposed to meditative states produced through sustained percussion and vocalizing.  His voice training took place through Qur’anic recitation and he sang regularly for the muessin at his neighborhood mosque in the Al-Fadhi section of old Baghdad.  In the United States, he pursued studies in acting and graduated from the Goodman Theatre at the Art Institute of Chicago.  Saadoun has performed internationally and he continues to appear in concert venues and clubs in California.  We are pleased to be able to have Saadoun as a guest with the Salaam Ensemble this evening.

 
www.saadounal-bayati.com
